Lack of effect of ephedrine on opiate analgesia.
Opiate-adrenomimetic interaction was investigated by studying the effect of the adrenomimetic agent, ephedrine, on the analgesia produced by intravenous placebo and that produced by the predominantly kappa opiate agonist, pentazocine, in patients with dental postoperative pain. Ephedrine did not significantly affect the analgesia of intravenous placebo or of pentazocine. These results contrast with earlier studies demonstrating enhancement of opiate analgesia by other adrenomimetics. Further clinical studies are needed to delineate the specificity of opiate-adrenomimetic interaction.